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railways,, and have passed laws enabling them to exercise
it. And similarly, if there be any country in which the
land is monopolised by one religious sect which refuses to
give or endeavours to retain any part of it, so as to leave
any other sect without land for the purposes of public
worship or burial, the State has a right (if it thinks proper)
to interfere if the object in view is of sufficient public im-
portance ; and a law will be necessary for giving effect to
such interference. Not only burial, but public worship
(looking especially to the condition and influence of religious
feeling in this country) is certainly an object possessing the
necessary amount of political value.

"In Malabar the Hindu monopolises every inch of
ground (including waste), and the Moplahs are the
excluded sect. But of course the same principle holds
good for all religions; and if there were any district
in which Christians, Brahmoos, or any other religionists,
suffered a similar disability, there would be the same
ground for legislation in their favour. But there is no
such complaint, and therefore no reason to interfere, in
any other district or in favour of any other religion. It
would be no valid objection to the interposition of Govern-
ment to obtain land for railways, that other public works
might have to be favoured in the same manner; nor will
there be any inconvenience in the precedent, for the tenure
of land in Malabar, which is the cause of the present evil,
is altogether exceptional.

" But you doubt the fact that the Moplahs of Malabar
have a substantial grievance in respect of land for their
mosques. Upon which I must observe in the first place
that the 'd priori' probability that they would have such a
grievance is extremely strong. When it is considered (1)
that in that part of Malabar (i.e., between the Calicut and
Ponany rivers) to which these troubles are confined, the
whole land, to the last fraction of an acre, is in the hands
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